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ANNCR: 

IN PARIS, A GROUP OF COMMUNIST PARTY INTELLECTUALS HAVE JUST 
PUBLISHED A BOOK ENTITLED THE URSSFETNOUS C"USSR AND US,") TO MAKF 
KNOWN THEIR OPINION IN THE DISCUSSION WHICH HAS BFEN GOING ON FOR 
MONTHS AMONG PARTY MILITANTS ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION'S PAST AND 
PRESENT, AKOSH CHERNUSH PRFPARED THIS REPORT, 

VOICE: 

THERE ARE NO GREAT REVELATIONS IN THIS BOOK, WHAT THE FIVE 
FRENCH COMMUNIST OFFICIALS SAY ABOUT THE SOVIFT UNION'S PAST 
AND PRESENT, COMMENTATORS OF DIFFRRFNT POLITICAL PERSUASION HAVE 
ALREADY SAID WITH FAR LFSS TIMIDITY. BUT THIS IS THE FIRST TIME 
THAT A CORRESPONDENT FOR THE PARTY'S DAILY L'HUMANITE AND FOUR 
OTHER COMMUNIST OFFICIALS POSED SUCH QUESTIONS AS: IS IT STILL 
POSSIBLE TO SPEAK ABOUT MARXISM-LENINISM IN THE SOVIET UNION? 

WAS TERROR SIMPLY A CONSFQUENCE OF THF SOVIFT SYSTEM? AND WHAT 
IS THE IMPACT OF THE ONE-PARTY SYSTEM ON THE SOVIFT POLITICAL 
MECHANISM, IS THERE A NEW CLASS OF EXPLOITERS? WHAT ARE THE 
PRINCIPLES OF SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY? AND SO ON. 

THE FIVE AUTHORS OF THE BOOK "USSR AND US," ALEXANDRE ADLER, 
FRANCIS COHEN, MAURICE DECAILLOT, CLAUDE FRIOUX AND LEON ROBEL -~- 
ARE NOT PARTY DISSIDENTS, WHEN THEIR BOOK WAS DISCUSSED FEW DAYS 
AGO AT THE ANNUAL L'HUMANITE COUNTRY FAIR, THE FIRST SECRETARY 
OF THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY, HIMSFLF, GFORGFS MARCHAIS 
AFFIRMED THAT THE AUTHORS OF THIS BOOK WORKED ONE YFAR ON THEIR 
ESSAY IN TOTAL FREEDOM, WITHOUT ANY PRESSURE FROM DISSIDENTS AND 


WITHOUT ANY DIRECTION FROM THE PARTY. 


BACKGROUNDER NO, 5=-6149 PAGE 2 

THE FIVE PARTY INTELLECTUALS POINT OUT IN THEIR BOOK THAT 
THE SOVIFT UNION SEEMS LESS AND LASS A MODEL THAT FRENCH POPULAR 
MASSES COULD FOLLOW. THEY ALSO AFFIRM THAT TERROR HAS BEEN 
MAINLY DIRECTED TOWARD THOSE SOCIAL LAYERS WHICH ARF THE MOST 
NECESSARY FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF A HEALTHY POLITICAL SYSTEM IN 
THE SOVIET UNION, AND THEY EXPRESS THF VIEW THAT THE SOVIET 
COMMUNIST PARTY INEVITABLY ATTRACTED THOSF ELEMFNTS TO ITS RANKS 
WHICH SAW IN THEIR MEMBERSHIP CARDS PRIMARILY A PASSPORT TO HIGH 
POSITION AND PRIVILEGE. 
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